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How to Bleed a Radiator 
 

Step 1 – Diagnose the Problem 
All radiators require bleeding occasionally. Signs to look out for include uneven heat on radiator bars or the 
radiator taking too long to heat up.  
 
Step 2 – Finding the issue 
Turn on your heating system and assess each radiator by touching the top and bottom. Check for inconsistencies 
with warmth of the bars.  Please be careful when checking as radiators can get quite hot.  Protect your hands 
when you’re feeling the radiator for warmth to prevent any possible injuries.  
 
Step 3 – Turn off the heating 
Before bleeding any of your radiators the heating system will need to be turned off.  If the central heating system 
isn’t turned off this could result in a lot of water escaping.   
 
Step 4 – Releasing the air 
Make sure the valves are fully open by turning them anti clockwise.  To release the air, you will need a radiator key 
and a cloth. Insert your radiator key into your air vent (this is normally on the top of your radiator). Please use the 
cloth to protect your hands and to catch drips of water. 
Turn the key slowly anti-clockwise to open the vent.  Opening the vent allows trapped cold air to escape which is 
subsequently replaced with liquid from your heating system via the pipes connected to your heating system.  As air 
escapes the radiator, water will likely splutter from the air vent.  Use the cloth under the key to catch these.  
 
Step 5 – Closing the valve 
Once water has squirted out of the air vent it means you’ve released all the trapped air. Re-tighten the vent 
quickly before too much water escapes, by turning the vent clockwise until sealed again.  Use a cloth to wipe away 
any water around your radiator. Repeat this process on all of your radiators in your house to ensure all the excess 
air has been drained from your heating system. It’s best to bleed all of your radiators even if you’ve only been 
having problems with one. For a well-maintained heating system, you should try bleeding your radiators 
regularly.  An annual bleeding plus bleeding after any repairs or modifications to your heating system is usually 
adequate. 
 
Step 6 – Check the pressure  
By releasing excess air from your radiators, you have lowered the overall pressure of your heating system.  If the 
pressure has fallen too low, heat might not reach some of your radiators especially the radiators on the top floor 
of your house.  
For residential heating purposes, a pressure level of around 12-15 psi should suffice. The higher the pressure, the 
greater the height that heat from your system will be able to travel. If it’s too low after bleeding, you will need to 
top up your boiler with water. This can be adjusted by the filling loop with instructions from your boiler 
manufacture.   
 


